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orthodox very decidedly, he forced his detractors to admit
that the bridge was absolutely safe, and was able to meet
any traffic that it was likely to be called upon to bear.
Another feature compels attention. Just before reaching
Shan-Hai-Kuan, the line strikes across a valley about a
mile in width. Here there is a bridge having an opening
of some 1000 feet, through which a narrow stream makes
its way. Originally the track was carried about 10 feet above
the floor of the valley, but the very next wet season caused
the small stream to swell into a wide, foaming torrent,
rising to 16 feet above high watermark, and it swept over the
embankment like a mill-race. When the waters subsided,
the engineers, instead of overhauling their earthworks,
lowered the track to the bottom of the valley, so that no
obstruction should be offered to future floods, while the
road-bed was protected by a paving extending for 50 feet
on either side, with bushes planted on the superimposed
earth. This expedient was found to meet the situation
completely and to protect the track from destruction by the
flood-waters, which fall quickly after attaining their highest
level.
In the early days the trains constituted a source of
infinite amusement. They were what are known as
"mixed" trains; i.e. they carried both passengers and
freight. The passenger coaches were of varying classes,
the Chinese travelling in long, open trucks, with tarpaulins
to protect them from inclement weather. The natives
appeared to enjoy this experience highly, especially when
the train attained its maximum speed of about 25 miles an
hour, which they admitted was quicker travelling than by
an animal-drawn cart. The whole 100 miles were covered
in about 5j hours, including stops, some of which, at inter-
mediate points, wrere of long duration. At these points,
however, the time was whiled away by watching the antics
of the Chinese travellers, who were sorely perturbed lest
the steam horse might start before its scheduled time.
This initial trunk line played an important educational part
in the railway expansion of China, and the cost of travelling
was cut down to the lowest figure. The first-class fare for